THE  DA7ENPORT   BROTHERS

Chambers, Charles Reade, the novelist, and Captain
Inglefield, the Arctic explorer.

SIR,

A seance by the Brothers Davenport and Mr. W. Fay
took place in my house yesterday in the presence of ...
(here he mentions twenty-four names including all those
already quoted). . . .

At three o'clock our party was fully assembled. . . .
We sent to a neighbouring music-seller for six guitars and
two tambourines, so that the implements to be used should
not be those with which the operators were familiar.

At half-past three the Davenport Brothers and Mr.
Fay arrived, and found that we had altered their arrange-
ments by changing the room which they had previously
selected for their manifestations.

The seance then began by an examination of the dress
and persons of the Brothers Davenport, and it was certified
that no apparatus or other contrivance was concealed on or
about their persons. They entered the cabinet, and sat
facing each other. Captain Inglefield then, with a new rope
provided by ourselves, tied Mr. W. Davenport hand and
foot, with his hands behind his back, and then bound him
firmly to the seat where he sat. Lord Bury, in like manner,
secured Mr. I. Davenport. The knots on these ligatures
were then fastened with sealing-wax, and a seal was affixed.
A guitar, violin, tambourine, two bells, and a brass trumpet
were placed on the floor of the cabinet. The doors were
then closed, and a sufficient light was permitted in the room
to enable us to see what followed.

I shall omit any detailed account of the babel of sounds
which arose in the cabinet, and the violence with which the
doors were repeatedly burst open and the instruments
expelled ; the hands appearing, as usual, at a lozenge-
shaped orifice in the centre door of the cabinet. The
following incidents seem to us particularly worthy of note :
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